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Softball Coach of the Week:   
Allen Johnson coaches both the Junior Softball Clemson Tigers and the 12U Cyclones 

What age are your teams? What leagues do you play in? 
My two older girls played from the Rookie League to the Senior League but are no longer at the park.  My youngest is in 
her first year in the 12U Junior League. 

When did you know you wanted to coach at SSYS? / How long have you been coaching?  
My oldest was five and in the 2005 Rookie League.  She wouldn’t go onto the field unless I was out there, so I started 
coaching by accident.  The Softball VP at the time convinced me to coach my own team the next season.  This is my 15th 
season at Morgan Falls.   

What do you enjoy most about coaching?  
Watching the girls have fun and seeing how much they improve as the season progresses. 

How do you go about motivating your players?  
Try to find the positions they are interested in and giving them opportunities to try new positions.  Always keep the 
practices moving and change up the drills. 

What skills/characteristics do you look for in your players?  
They all have different skill levels and interests.  Try to challenge the more experienced players and coach up the less 
experienced ones. 

What is the biggest challenge you've had as a coach and how did you overcome it?  
The biggest challenge is making sure all of the girls get enough playing time infield and outfield.  For the regular season 
in the lower leagues, I let everyone try out every position.  That means that we may not always win, but the girls get to 
try new spots and have fun.  I can also get a feel for where they are most comfortable. As the season goes on, and 
especially during playoffs, this allows me to lock in the positions where the girls are most effective and have the most 
interest. 

What advice would you give to new coaches?  
Have a plan for games and practices, don’t just wing it.  And make sure all the girls have fun, not just the star players.  
You’re goal above all else should be for the girls to return the next year.  I heard a saying several years ago and often 
repeat when it comes to coaching girls’ softball, “Boys aren’t happy unless they are winning, girls aren’t winning unless 
they are happy.” 

When not rooting for your SSYS team, who is your favorite school/sport team and/or players? 
I follow the Kansas City Royals and Chiefs and the Missouri Tigers. 



What has been your most memorable SSYS moment?  
The 12U Storm winning the 2011 Sandy Springs Slam Championship.  This was the first year we had won a championship 
for several years and was also the first year we went to more than one tournament.  The team went to two more 
tournaments and came back with a runner-up trophy and another championship.  This group of players went on to win 
several more championships while they were at the Morgan Falls.  The 2011 Tournament Season was the tipping point 
for the success the softball program continues to have today. 

When you are not at the fields, what do you enjoy doing most? 
I like to run, but I have slowed down in the last few years. 


